

CITIES 






MAN REALISED THAT BLACK HOLES WERE THE 
MIGHTIEST POWER SOURCES IN THE UNIVERSE. BY 
36B0 PROBES ENTERED BLACK HOLES AND MINED A 
SUBSTANCE, SEMI-MATTER, A BY-PRODUCT OF 
REACTIONS WITHIN THE HOLE. SEMI-MATTER WAS THE 
MOST EFFICIËNT HYPER SPACE FUEL, AND EARTH 
BEING THE ONLY RACE WITH A SOURCE, WAS 
CONSTANTLY ON GUARD AGAINST THOSE WHO 
WANTED IT AS A WEAPQN . .. LIKE NEXIOS. 

BUTCHERS OF THE GALAXY, WHO LIVEO IN THEIR 
AMAZING FLOATINQ CITIES. 


THE FLOATING CITIES 

OF NEXIOS 

THETERRAN CARGO SHIP, TANU, lEFTRIGlACARRYINGTHE PRECIOUSSEMI- 
MATTER, VIT Al FOR EARTH'S POV/ER SOURCES AND HER SPACE PLEET. 

.r>v 


TANU RgQUESTING 
PERMiSStON POR PRIMARV 
WARP JUAAP TO 5PACE 
CROSSROADS. 


< , 
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PERMISSION GRANTgD! 
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ONIYONEMAN SORVIVEOTHÊ 6LAST—Ma^K. HE HAD 
SORVIVED BECAÜSE HB HAD BEEN IN A REPAIR ^ 
SHUnLETETHEReDOl/TBOARO. 


IP TME CAPTAIN HADN'T PUT ME ON DUTY 
IN THE REPAIR SÉCTIONI WOULDN'T BE 
^ ALIVE NOW. I THINK THERE SVA5 AN 
EXPL05I0N NEAR THE LAUNCH BAY BEFCRE 
thé RIG went UP. /..■ > 


THE SHUTTL£'$ ONBOARD COMPUTER 

CONFtRMÊD MASEK'S - Z 

SÜSPICIONS. . / 


THE CONFiGURATiON OF WRECKAGE 
5UGGEST5 THAT AN EXPIOSION 
OCCURRÉO IN THÉ CARGO lAÜNCH BAY 
NO ÊXPLOSIVÊ5 WERE STORED IN THE 
CAROO BAY, THEREFORÊ AN EXPlOStVE 
DEVICE MUST HAVE BEEN RESPONSfBLE. 
PROBABIY ACTIVATED A5 THE TANU 


SABOTAGE! AND HERE'S ME WiTH A 
CRAFT THA7 OOESN'T HAVE WARP 
ABILITY OR LONG RANGE 
COMMUNICATIONS.'IKII 


r LOCK ON TO 5PACB CftOSSROADS 
AND TAKE ME T HERE AS F AST AS YOU 





THE $P ACE CROSSROADS WAS WHERE THE SEMI MAHER WAS STOREO AND lATER 
OlSTRieUTEO AMONO EARTKS MAJOR COlONIES. 


» SIR! SCANNERS HAVE OETECTEO i 
SEVERAL MO VING OSJECTS NEAR8Y 
RV THEY HAVE AN UNUSUAl M 


PUTTHEM ON VIOSCAN 


AND rU TAKE A LOOK 


fORMATlON 




















AT TH AT MOMENT 


OUR SENSORS HAVE lOST CONTACT WITH 
THERIGIA IT S JU5T0I5APPEARED. 


1 ^ » 

/■ 


/// 


. 7 . 


^ THE SENSORS COULON7 HAVE 
BROKÊNDOWN.THErVEJUST 
** DETECTEDTHOSeSPACEFtSH. 
SOUND THE RED ALERT WALLIS, WE 
HAVE A STATE OF EMERGENCY ON 
\ r- OUR HANDS. 


'i* 
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THE CROSSROADS SHUDDERED UNDER THE POWER OF A FORCE BOLT. 


WHATTHE 


■éhühI 


rss 


TH05E FISH ARE CAMOÜFLAGED 
FIGHTERS. THEY'VE BROKEN p 
THROUGH OUR SHIEIOSI r 


R 


/, 






\w-\, 
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NO! IF THE ENEMY OET$ HOIO OF THAT 
SHIPMÊNT OF SEMI MATTEft THEY COULO CftEATE 
ALl FORMS OF TERROR. TH£ TANLf MUST BE jff 
T-r STOPPÊD! \ I 


irt 


• ••• 
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r» /i 
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BUT THE COMkM ANDER OiÖ NOT REACH THE COMMUNICATIONS CONSOLE. ANOTHESBURST ■JJ;- 
Of PI R E A LI 8U T D BSTROYB D THE CROSSROA DS. ' •V’*'" > ' ' '* * 


S •! 
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THE TANU WARPED IN TO MEET A DBADIY RECEPTION, 






V. 




Ss 


8ATTIE TftOOPS, STORM THE 
SHIP'S CREW AND PLACE 
YOüR ÉXPLOSIVE DEVfCE. 
PfONEÊft OIVISION. REMOVÊ 
THE CONTAINER 


.... 















^ t KILlTHeMQUlCKlV. iFTHemnn 
HOME FIEET ARRIVÉS WE WIIL HAVE TROUBIB 




GOGO! WITH THE SÊMI-MATTER IN 
OUR POSSESSION WE WILl SE AStE 
TO CREAT6 THE MOST POWÊRFüL 
8ATTLÊ PORCE IN THE UNIVERSE^. 
THIS SHIP MUST ALSO BE 
DESTROVED. SEETOIT. Mm 

































7 A GAMMA FI$SION 80MB. IF I 
^ DEACTIVATE IT THE BNEMY SVIU < 
SÊE THAT (T HASN T DONE ITS JOB 
AND RETURN TO FIND OUT WHY 


y^^NTHE ENEMYlEFT.MiCKEASEDHiMSELFPAiNFULlY PROm UNOE R THE DOOR 

" THAT DOOR HAON'T PALLEN ON TOP OF ME I WOUlO ^ 

HAVE BEEN DEAOWITH THE REST OF THE CREW. O*- 
WHOEVERTHEYARE. 7MEY OON'TTAKE PRISONERS “^^^3 

> AN[) XHEY DON 7 WANT ANYONETO KNOWTHEIR /-. ^ ™ 

InTENTIONS. T- 



















MICK $TARTEC> HlS DÊADIY RACE AGAINST TtME - 






I DON'T KNOW HOW lONG TVE GOT 
BEFORE THIS THING GOES OFF. 6 UT (F I 
CANGET ITTOTHE BUOY 5 ECTION I MAY 
HAVe A CHANCE OF MINiMiSlhJG OAMAGE. 


ij:::: 
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*HE BOMETICKED iTS WAY TO DETÜNATiON^ 


F iHEFiSSiONFROCcSSiSALMOST 
COMPLETE. IF I CAN'T GET IT IN A BUOY 
ANO LAUNCHED — l'M A OEAD MAN! 


^1 


TH6 BUOVSHOT INTO SPAC6— ^ •.». 


‘r.'v/: 
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WiÊli 










W SETTER GET OUT OF HÊRÊ 
BEFORE IT BLOWS, THERE'S 
GOINGTOBE AIOTOF 
FIYINC OEBRIS ROUND HERE, 
























































THEt E)tï>LAINED THEIR TANGLÊS WITH THE ENEMY AND CONTaCTED HO—^ 




W. 




. AU THE HOME PLEErs 5HIPS HAVE 
BEEN A5SIGNED TOTHE PROTECTtON 
OF ftIGS 7 AND 3. t’M AFRAID VQU'RE 
ON YOUR OWN. YOü ARE ADVISED TO 
MAKE POR THE NEAREST EARTH 
OUTPOST we SUSPECT THAT THE 
ATTACKERS ARE OF NBXfON ORIGIM. 
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(■llfM - 
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NEXIOS WAS A MEM8ER OF THE U NiTED 
SYSTEMS TRÉATY PlEDGBD TO PEACEFUL 
CO-EXISTÊNCE. 50ME NEXIONS WERE BITTERLY 
OPPOSED TO THE U.5.T, REGARDING OTHÊR 
NATIONS ASINFÊfilOR. 
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USING THE CROSSROAOS INJTERNAL TRANSPORT MICK GUIDEO MASé< THROUGH SEVÊRaI 
CORRIDORS, 
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irs OBSOLETE, 

UNREUA6LÊ AND POOR LY ARMED! 
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6UT n SVORKSf WE'VE GOT A BET7ER 
V CHANCE INTHATTHiNGTHANWE y 
'^HAV£ IN YODR REPAIR CRAPT. 


I& 



















7HÉ PAfR MAOÊ TKEMSEIVES FAMIllAfi WITH TkE CONTROLS — 








Al 


THE SOLAR PANEIS ARF AIMOST 
DffAlNED. BUTIFWECAN lAUNCH 
HER SHEtl RUN ON STARUGHT. 


THE HANGAR DOOR IS OPEN. I 
AM ACTIVATING lAUNCH DRIVE .. . NOW. 






Hf r 
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HERE WAS jUSTENOUGH POWER TO BREAK FREE • 
1 • 


WB'RÊIAUNCHED! 




^ ‘ 


THE SECONDARY BANKS ARE FUUY 
CHARGEO. BUT WE'RE NOT STABLE. 
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TH€ CftAFT lANOeD AND BOTH M6N VBNTUt?60 OUT 


murderêd' they dion t have the 
^ TECHNOLOGY TOPROTECT v 
4 ThEMSElVES AGAINST AN P 
i^ATMOSPHERICCONVERTER. J 


THE CLIPPER WARPED CLEAR Of OANGER, AND REACHEOITS DE$7 INATION A SPACUL LATER 


PD l'M PICKING UP A MAY DAY SfGNAL ^ 

from the surfacê. somethino 15 wrong 








































S6NS0RS (NDiCATE STRONG PADIO 
7 EMtSSION NEAR TKE EQUATOR, -- 


I WAS RIGHT, THEr ARE HERE. WETL 
• PUT TME5HIP ON AUTOMATIC ' 
VISIBIIITY IS DOWN 10 Five DIAMS 
*:-TEVEN WITW tWFRA VJ ^ 


AS TME CLIPPER 6LASTED OFF, MASEK ASKED FOR DETAILS OF APORA 


d APORA. . GAS PLANET.HIGH TOXIC 
CONTENT, MOITEN CCRE UNINHABITEC 
BUT UPPER REACHE5 HEAVIIY POPUIATED 
«BniFEFORMS ALL OF WHICH ARE 
HARMLESS. I-- - 
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aUT fHfi STRATQ PtGHrERS WBftE NOT THF CimR SONlY PROBlÊM 


THCRE'SSOMUCH STATIC INTmE 
ATMOSPhERC THAT NO MESSAGf 
^37 CAN REACH SPACE. 













^AFEWMORE TWiSTS LIKeTHAT 
AND THE RETROS WILL 6E eURNED OUT 


MIK CHANGEO TO MANUAt CONTROt 


STRATOFIGHTERS are RESTRiCTED 
» TO ATM05RHER1C WARf ARE. JF 
WE CAN REACH 5PACE WE'LL BE 


THEIR ACCEIERATION IS TWICE 
7OURS‘WE WON'TMAK6IT. , 
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IT DOE$N T MATTER WHY. IT'S 
THBIR lOSS. ONCÊ THE P^gT 
RECEIVÉ THE 5IONAL THErtL 
m WARP IN AND MOP UP, 


WB'RB SPACeSIDBf COMPUTER, Lm 
PROGRAMME A S1GNAI ANO SENO IT 
^TO EARTH, ONCE THE HOME FIEET } 
^TGET^ERE THE NEXIOnS ARE a 
. FINISNEO 


COMPUTER. PIOT A SlOW 
• PATH TO EARTH. WEVE 
JUST ENOUGH POWER TO 

MroETus therë. an 


ArPiRMATiVc. PRQGRAMME 


r CAN'T UNÜERSTANO WHY THEY OJDN T 
OESTROY US! WE VVCRE IN THfelR 5IGHT5. 












BUT THE AGEO SPACE CUPPER WAS BEfNG ClOSElY MONITORED 


MASTER.THf HUMANS HAVg SENT 
.THCIR MESSAGE. DO YOU WISH ^ 
[ OUR SPACE PlEIT TO DESTROY J 
nVBT? THEM NCW? i 


NO. I WANT THEM CAPTURÊD. TMEY 
MAY HAVE tNPORMATION OF USE TO 
US. ^NFORM CHU^5ER FOUR OF MY 
-r WISHES. 


ONCE WE'RE OVER THIS ASTBROID 
WÊ’LL BEGIN ACCEIERATION. tT'U 
BE GOOO TO SEE EARTH AGAfN. 


WARNINC! I DETECT A NEARBY PHOTON 
SOURCE SUGOE5T YOU RETREAT ... 























■ STUN 6EAM FIREO' PRtSONERS ARF M 
Ur^CONSClOUS, RETRIêVALPROCEEDING 



II» 


M?K ANP MASgK RECOVERSD SHORT MOMENTS LATÊR IN THE ENEMV SMIP, 

\ 


YOU W^SHEDTO OBSERVE 
t^OUB BASE — YOU SHALL 


llll 




« z^/// 
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ANEXIQN BArTLBLORO GREÊTEO THE OAZEO MEN 








WHATARE VOU 
GOINO TO OO WITH U5? 
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OUR «ASTER. VAXON THE TERRIBLE. 
WISHES 10 HAVE YOU INTERROGATEO 
VOU ARE TO BE TAKEN TO A MAGNA> 
> CITY AND AU THE NECESSARY 
( INFORMATION W(U dE EXTRACTED. 
















THE TWO EARTHMEN WEftE QUICKLY IMPRISONED. 




THE NEXIONS MU$T HAVE 
DETECTED OUR SIGNAL TO 
THE HOME PLEET. BUT THEY 
. OON'T SÉEM ALL THAT^ 
p j woRRiEo. 




\Ü 


PERMAPSTHEYINTEND 
TO U$E US AS H05TAGÉS. 


6UT 80TH MEN KNEW THAT THE VALÜE 
OF THEIR LIVES COMPARêD TO PEACE IN 
THE UNIVER5E V/AS 5MALL . 


r 
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WE'O BE KILLED tNSlANTLY. THERE'S 
A NEXION IROOPfR ON EVERY CORNER. 


*o/. 
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VAXON MUST KNOW TMAT THE FLEEt\ 
WIU \VIPÊ THIS BASE OUT OF EXlSTENCE. 


^W'\ 

ra vv' 
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^t^lY W£Rt eftOUGNT BBfORE VAXON - 


f»A 


WHAT USEFUL INFORMATION 
COUIDVOU 0£T FROMUS? 


Ij 




WL 






k 


( YOU WEfïÊ ALIOWED TO ESCAPE MY^ 
> DEFÉNCf FOÖCES AND SEND VOUR ' 
jlGNA l. IWIIL SHOW YOU THE POV^ÉR 
ÏTl YOüR FORCES WILLMEET. 
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J A WEAPON WITK THE POV/ER OF A • 
REVgR SSP BLACK HOLE! OUfi FIS6THAS 
a I NOTHfNGTQAUTCKIT, 1-ffï 


SOON WE WIlLBUUDACftAFTlARGE ÊNOüOH 
TOCARRY THE PROBE INTO BA7TLE AGAfNST THE 
rwo REMAJNINC R(GS. WIThOLIT POWER m 
HUMANITÏ WILL BC OEPENCclESS. ANO NEXjOS 
WjLl BULE EV6RVTHING TAKE 7HEM AWAY' ^ 









MASTER, OUR DEEP SPACE SENSORS INDICAU 
THAT THE FIEET HAS LEFT EARTH'S RIG5 TO 
ATTACK US. OUR STRIKE FORCES ARE PREPARING, 


L ^ 




m 
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THE INTERROGATION ROOM WAS 
FUU OF TORTURE DEVICES— 


m 


PUT THESE HARNESSES ON AND 
STAND NÊAR THE MET At PlATE, 


mm 






I a 




TOU ARE NOW HEID IN 
ANEGATIVEMAGNETIC 
LFIEID. IT ISPOiNTlÉSS 
J^TOSTRUGGIF.*^ 


fETIC , 

' 5 ^ 
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CHt.HUMAN' 






























































HURRY.-tC AN T HOlD TH6M MÜCm 
^ lONCER. T~1- 


4 ?_ 

I THE OUARDS FOUOWED— 


THC HUMANS ARÊ CNfRING THE STRIKE 
^ORCE lAUNCH S6CT»ON SEAITHET 
7 HANGAR DOORS ^ 






















































TKE SEALEO DOORSWERE NO RRO&LEM 


LET'S GÉT OUT OP MERCI 







LUCKILY, TMERE WERÉFEW AVAltASLE CRAFT TO PUR5UB THEM 


/ MASTER, ALL BUT TWQ OF OUR FIGHTERS ARE 
POSITIONED AGAIhJST THE ENEMY. PERHAP5 WE 
MKW COULORE OmECT ... 


TMg TWO TtRRANS ATTACKEO THE ANTI WAfTER BEAM 


/ EARTH’SFLEET WUIBE HERE V 
WITHINTHIRTY SPACIAIS. ^ 
ACTIVATÉ THE PROBE'S CHARGING 
-r MECHANISM. ' 


i; IS DONE, MASTER 


lailn 
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TAKE EVA5IVE PATTERN! I'VE PKKED UP 
TWO 5TRATO-FIGHTERS( 










TA- 


/head por the arêa under the 
> OTIÊS WE'USe ABlBTOUSe -s 
IHESTRONO MAGNETlC FIEIOS TO 
yTTTTT-^ MEtP US. 


V 






'I 


V 


I HOPE SOI THAT lASER 
80L7 WAS TOO CtO$E FOR ME. 


i 


Miiüi 




BEIOWTHE 

^MAGNA-CITIES WERE THREE PUURS 
OF MAGNETlC ENERGY. EACM SüPPORTED A 
MAGNA CITY, ANO AU WERE HlGHLY DANGEROUS, 








THE EARTH fLEET HAD TAKEM VAXON'S ÖAlT—ABOARO THE FIGHTER-CARRIER HYPERSTAR Tf-£ 
AOMtRAlPRÉPARÉDTO ATTACK. i f- - • , 
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ADMtRAl. OÜR SCOUTS REPORT THAT THE 
REBELS HAVE ONLY A SMAU BATTLE fORCÉ. 
OURCOMPUTERESTIMATESTHATWE WILL 
SUFFER FIVÉ PER CENT CASUALTIES. 


I, ^ .*• >«- 

•. 'S".' .-[ 

^ ^ • 




ACCEPTABL6! HELMSMAN. 
WARP JUMP TO WITHIN TWO 
MACRONS OF APORA. 


TO VAXON, THE OUTCOME OF THE BATTIE WAS AISO INEVITABIE. 


Lillldl 

il mêïi 
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TEN SPACIALSTO COMPLETE CHAROINO. 
n ENEMY ARRfVAl.TWELV6 SPACIALS. 


Lur 





















MICK ALIOWÊD HIS CRAFTTOBE HIT— 






‘T-f. 
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IF I TRY TO EXPLAJN TO MASEK ON 
THE RADIO THÊN TH£ NEXIONS WlU 
» KNOW TOO. \ HAVE TO ESCAPE 

^ WITHOUT BEINGOBVIOÜS, AND 
k. THERE'S CNLY ONE WAY TO OO 


> 
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/ IT'S ONCY A MATTER OF TIME 
BEFCREI LIBEFOLLOWJNGHIM, 



























HS FOLLOWEO THE MAGNETIC BÊAM5 DOWN TO APOftA'S FROZEN HYOROGEN COR6 


THE POWER BASE IS PROTECTEO BY 
• LASER SHIEiO. I'LL LAND A FEW 
METRES OUTSIDE OF IT AND TRY TO 
' FINDAWAYIN. — 
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I NEED SOMETHIMG WITH PUNCH 
r AND TKIS CAHNON MAS IT I - 
CAN'T HAVÉ LONG UNTIL TMAT 
VeEAMTHlNGTAKESEFfÉCT 


ME STILL HADTOGETRAST THE lASERSMkELO 
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CAN T . . . MOVE , ,. SOME SORT OF 
■7 IMMO&ILISER -. .MUSTHAVE r 
SEEN NExiONS.,. rrr 


WiTH THE LAST OF KIS STRENGTH. HE 
MANAGEO TO GET OUTSlOE THE LASER 











rVE BEEN AUTOMATlCALU EJECTÊO 
THE MAIM DRIVE WAS EXPLODED 
^ RIGHT IN THEIR FACES IT'U 
. TEAR THEIR FIGHTCRST0 5HRE05! 





















OiSCOvERiNO THE F»GH7ER TO BE USA61E. MASEK MAN-HANOIEO Hl$ ONC0^4$CIOü$ 
TFIENO II I p ■! I 11 I I if" I 

•COAAMÜNICATION OISTANCE OF THE 
f lEET. 1 MAY BE ABIE TO WARN T' 
THÉMOFF, - X 
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BUT THE FIEÊT HAO AIRBAOY STARTEDITS RUN IN— 
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mm 




THE ENÉMY ARE WE 11 WITMlN 
TRANGE. FIRE WHEN READV, 


v mm= 
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NOT ONE HUMAN WILl LIVE TO TÊIL OF 
THIS MOMENT. I SHALt OESTROY THEM 
iUST AS THÊY ENTER TME ATM05PHERB. 





























5H00TT0 KRl 


^ TAKe HtMTOSICKBAY, ANDME 
TO SÉE THÊ AOMIRAl—IMMEDIATEIY' 
l'Ll VENTILATÉ YOüR SUIT. 











MASEK SOON CONVINCED THE ADMIRAL QF THE REAl SITUATlOH— 


WÊ'RE ALREADY WJTKIN ITS RANGE. 
HELMSMAN. ORDER A GENERAL RETREAT. 

































































AS TME FIEET INCREA5CS SPEED ïT 
WILL AISO1NCREASE 17$ MAS5. 

> GlVtNOTHEHOlEMORETOBiTÊ ‘ 
ON. THE ONLY WAV WÊ CAN REACH 
WARPJUMP SPEED JSTO HEAO • 
STRAIGHT fOR THE CENTRE Of THE 


I HOPE YOU KNOWWHAT 
YOU'RE DOING. MASEtC. 






4 
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WE HAVE THE ACCELERAT10N 
REOUIfiED FC» WARP. SMAlt I.. 






DO 1T MAN! BEFORE WE'RE 
CPUSHED TO NOTHING! 
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AN EAftTK SPACE OBSERVATOSY 5EARCHÊD 
DESPERATBIY FOR THE FIEET 
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Sm.ThERE^&5UBSTANTiAl 
MOIECULAR DtSTURBANCE NEAR 
AOORA. THE PLANET 15 BURNfNO ÜP 
TO FORMA BLACK MOLÊ 
... JUPE — EARTM CRAFT HAVE JüST 
MATER<AtlSED. THErRE DAMAGED. 
BUT SAFE. 


I 


I 













WiTH THE NEXION MfNACE TAKEN CAPE OF, THE RE5UITANT 6LACK MOIE PROVIDED AN .. 
AlMOST INEXHAUSTiBLE SUPPLV OF ANTI MATTER POR THE PREE PLANETS, AT A CEREMONY 
CONOüCTED BY THE PRESIDENT — ^ 


r: 






__f. , AND INRECOGNITIQNOPTHEIR 

GAILANTRY, 60TH MICKANDMASEK 5HAUBB 
^ MAOe FREEMEN OF THê PEDERATION WITH ^ 
( AUTHORtTY TO TRAVEL UNHINDERED IN THE J 
-r SEARCH TO EUMINATE EVIL. TT- 
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CL IDE TO THE SRACEMEM 2 


US Navy Cominander ALAN DARTLETT SHEPARO Jr., 38, fiew Ameiioa’s 
first space mission on May 6, 1961. Tha llight of Freodom 7 took 15 min., 23 
sec. and was a sub-orbital one. Shepard became the fifth man on the Moon 
during the Apollo 14 mission which he commaniled. The mission was launched 
on January 31 r 1971 and lasted 9 days, 1 min. Ö7 sec. He is now a retired 

Rear Admirel. 







